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It .was just about noon Fri-
day, and Pasquale Buffohno, di- .
rector of the Nassau crime lab,"

was on the witness stand in

Nassau County Court Judge
. George Peck’s courtroom. ,

Defense attorney Brian Grif-
fin asked’ Buffolino if he was
aware that County Executive Ed-

- ward Mangano and District At-

torney Kathleen Rice had an-
nounced the closing of the crime
lab.

said,

“It happened at 11: 30 » Grlfﬁn
said. T .
Peck sought conﬁrmatmn of
the news from the prosecutor,
‘Assistant: District > Attorney.
Maureen McCorrmck who sub-

‘sequently told the judge thatff'.f
the entire lab had been closed -
“on.the'basis of the controlled»f

substance-issues.”: .
Buffolino, who ‘was named

rector of the lab in December,“:

was called to tesfify at a hearing

. for Erin Marino, 30, who is seek-

ing a new trial on alcohol-related

her blood was unreliable.

Griffin questioned Buffolmo.
closely. about the first time the -
lab was put on probation by a -
. national accreditation agency,

ety of Crime Laboratory *
Directors/Laboratory
.Accreditation Board
notifies the Nassal -

probation aftér discovery
-of more than a dozen -
problems during a recent
review, It is the only

anmraditnd arirna lah A

Buffolmo paused “No,” he'

-‘Buffohno s, test1mony that 1

"the 1ab’s 2006 probation.

DEC. 10 Crime
lab revelations
. force director
-+ Det. Lt. James
“@Granelle from his
-.post as the coun-
ty forms an s
" oversight commit-
tee and seeks a
‘civilian expert to .
" help fix errors.

in ':2006. The lab 'uI_1til' De\cex_n—.. _
ber was run by the Nassau, -

County Police Department, ..
Buffolino said many people

‘knew -at that' time that prob-
" lems existed at the lab, includ-
'ing members of the New York -

Crime Laboratory Advisory -

- Councilia group of forensic ex-

, around the state[
‘met regularly. i ‘
. Buffolino, head of: the Depart-.

'ment of Forensic Genetics in the
- ‘county medical examiner’s | of~
“fice, said he learned “by word of
‘mouth” in 2006 that the lab had ’
'been placed on probation:. -

‘Peck said he was puzz ed by

rensic s¢ientists. from: around.
he “state could be d1scussmg‘

problems in 2006 ‘yet .- Nassau'
"County’s. police - ofﬁc1als ‘and
prosecutors have-. said they -

only léarned in December of

“Perhaps you could enhght-‘

- en . me. béfore the hearmg is
-over,” Peck said. :

Buffohno Was no

' agam about the 2006 lab’ proba— :
‘tion, durmg ‘the remainder of :
vehicular assault charges on the ‘" his testimony Friday..

grounds that the 1ab’s testing of

On Thursday, the former'-dl-'

~-rector :of the lab, Det. Tt. James
" Granelley testlﬁed hehad told his.
‘commanding dfficer in the .de-

partment about significant prob-
lems at thelab as early as 2006.

Nassau County crime lab dlrector Pasquale. Buffolmo testlfled in
court Frlday after being subpoenaed. :
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DEC. 13 Newsday
reports on Nas-
sau crime fab's
2006 probation,
when critical
functions were
suspended. Now,
the lab again is on
probation for a
new catalog of
deficiencies.




